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                 BREANNE DUNAWAY

Junior Handler

Breanne Dunaway is no ordinary teenager.  As a junior handler, she spends countless hours and most of her free weekends with her Bernese Mountain Dog, Nati.  When they’re not training, Breanne and Nati are traveling to dog shows and competing against other youths in the dog ring.   At 13, Breanne has been on the dog show circuit for three years – winning competitions all along the way.  

Breanne has been participating in Junior Showmanship at dog shows since she first became eligible – at age 10.  Juniors between the ages of 10 and 18 can compete in this unique sport, which relies upon the trusting relationship between handler and dog.  Junior handlers are judged on their ability to present, or handle, their dogs in the ring.

Recently winning Best Junior Handler at the Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America National Specialty Show, Breanne competed against other junior competitors in Wheeling, W. Va.  The win qualified her to receive an invitation to compete at the 2002 AKC/Eukanuba American Dog Classic in Orlando, Florida in December.  To compete at the Classic, junior handlers must meet the American Kennel Club’s criteria of five wins in an Open Class and a 3.0 GPA for the previous two semesters.  One additional first place win in Open Junior Showmanship and she will also qualify for the 2003 Westminster Show. 

In addition to handling, Breanne is an honor student at Holdrege Middle School in Holdrege, Nebraska.  She has received academic recognition for outstanding achievement and is active in volleyball, band and chorus.  

If that weren’t enough to keep Breanne busy, she is also a third-year flute and piccolo student, receiving instruction at the University of Nebraska at Kearney.  In May, she performed the introduction to the Star Spangled Banner at the 2002 BMDCA National Specialty Opening Ceremonies as well as two solo performances of the National Anthem during banquets at the show.

Breanne also volunteers at a local veterinary clinic and is active in her church youth group.

Her long-term goals include qualifying for the AKC Scholarship Program, becoming a professional handler and playing the flute in an orchestra.  And…of course…continuing to show her dogs at shows around the country.
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